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IMPORTANT DATES:

Dear Parent and Carer,

Term 2 finishes ~ Friday 18th
December at 3.15pm

As we approach the end of the school term, and probably the strangest
year in history, I encourage you to reflect and think about the amazing
opportunities that have happened in school. Looking back, it’s clear that
we have many things to be thankful for - my highlights include the
overwhelming support of all of you, the completion of our Forest School
area and our Learning Enquiry Library, the Explorer Dome visits, Author visits,
Aardman Animation Workshops, Skip2BFit and all the other exciting
learning opportunities that have continued in schools despite the new
procedures.

Christmas Holiday ~
Monday 21st December to
Friday 1st January
Term 3
INSET day Monday 4th
January. Children return on
TUESDAY 5th January 2021
RECEPTION 2021
showarounds:
Monday 4th January 2021 at
4pm
Thursday 7th January 2021 at
4pm
Saturday 9th January 2021
10am – 1pm
Monday 11th January 2021
at 4pm.
INSET day Friday 12th
February
February half-term 15th to
19th February.
Term 4 begins Monday 22nd
February
INSET day Friday 5th March

IMPORTANT REMINDER:
Please wear face
coverings while on our
School grounds.

DON’T FORGET
PE Kits to be back in
school on a Monday
please. Thank you
INSET days for 2020/2021
School closed for all pupils
Monday 4th January 2021
Friday 12th February 2021
Friday 5th March 2021
Friday 18th June 2021

Today, the only thing we are popping is Joy across the whole school with
some of the final Bubble Christmas parties taking place. I would like to take
this opportunity to thank the PTFA who supported the school by providing
funds towards the Christmas parties. I really do hope this is the only thing
we pop but I would please ask that you support us by following the track
and trace guidance we sent out earlier this week by email and hand.
Myself , Mrs Horn and Mr Bogg will be continuing to support tracking and
tracing up until the 24th December.
As I said in a previous newsletter, we have had to change some of our
Christmas traditions this year and provide new ones. A highlight for me has
been the 12 Days of Christmas –Skip-a-thon over the final weeks. I have
seen classes and staff out improving their skipping. I feel I will need to put
some practise in over the holidays to keep up with them. This week the
school field has also been overrun with reindeers dashing here and there.
One new tradition to keep, I think. Children also had a visit from a special
person dressed in red and his dashing reindeer assistant today and
yesterday who were bearing gifts. Every child across the school received a
lovely book and we really hope they enjoy these over the holidays.
Over the last few weeks we have been filming bubble Christmas
performances across the school. We were unfortunate that a volunteer
who was meant to film wasn’t able to in the end however the staff have
stepped in to save the day. In order to share these performances Mrs Harris
has created a separate page on our website ‘ Christmas Performances
2020’ each performance has a login. You will be sent the login and
password details in a separate email. Please read this email carefully as it
contains all the information you need.
At the start of next term we have some wellbeing learning opportunities
planned for the children which have been kindly planned by Mrs Franklin
our P.E lead. To support these learning opportunites please make sure your
child brings their P.E kit to school when we return on the 5th January. Our
main Learning Enquiry,next term, is a History, Geography and Design
Technology themed enquiry with children studying The Great Fire of
London(Year 1), the Ancient Egyptians (Year 2-6) and in Reception Our
Wonderful World.

Mrs Parfitt message continued over

Mrs Parfitt’s message continued,

Although we are recommending lots of rest and reading over the Christmas Holidays if you are looking for
things to do then - Mr Bogg our History Lead has produced some exciting Home Learning Challenges
linked to The Great Fire of London and the Ancient Egyptians which are attached to the newsletter should
you wish to start your learning before next term.
Also sent out in a separate email today is a copy of our next edition of our SEND newsletter. We hope you
found the last one very informative. This term’s edition is full of information regarding mental health and
wellbeing. If you have any concerns around SEND please talk to your child’s teacher in the first instance or
catch Mrs Horn or Mr Bogg on the gates.
I just want to finish by thanking the children, staff and you the families for the joy, dedication and kindness
you have shown since the beginning of September. It is an absolute privilege to be the headteacher of St
Martin’s Garden Primary School and I look forward to the future when this special time of year can be
more normal. I wish you all a very merry, safe and happy Christmas, look after yourselves and be sure to
recharge your batteries!
Kind regards and festive wishes, Claire Parfitt Headteacher and Specialist Leader in Education.

Please find below a few dates and highlights of what is coming up in Terms 3 and 4. More details to
follow in the New Year.
Whole School Poetry Day – 5th January 2021
Physical and Mental Wellbeing afternoons 5th – 15th Jan 2021
History Launch events week beg 5th January – Mon 11th January 2021
Census Day 21st January 2021, special themed lunch
Parent Consultations 25-28th Janaury – information to follow in the New Year
Safer Internet Day – 9th February 2021
Reading Matters Week 1st to 5th March 2021 including World Book Day 4th March 2021
Comic relief 19th March 2021

School Meal on Tuesday 5th January 2021
Cheese and Tomato Pizza
Potato Wedges
Seasonal Vegetables
Chocolate and Fruit Cornflake Cake
Start of the school day. We have increasing numbers of pupils arriving at school, unaccompanied,
before 8.45am. Please can we remind parents/carers that there is no adult supervision on the
playgrounds before school starts. As the weather gets colder; why not book a place at our Breakfast
Club. Breakfast Club runs from 7.30am, in the Dining Hall and is only £1.00 per week. Please let the
School Office know if you would like to a place. Thank you.

FACEBOOK PAGE: As you know we already have a Twitter page @HeadSMGP and a school
website www.stmartinsgarden.org.uk which we use to communicate exciting things happening here
at St Martin’s Garden Primary.
We have now set up a Facebook page for Parents/Carers and our wider community.
https://www.facebook.com/St-Martins-Garden-Primary-104477314372473/.
The Page will be used to notify Parents and the local Community of upcoming events and maybe
show photos/details of events that have happened.
We will not be using our Facebook page as a way of communicating with you individually, please
continue to use the class email, school email, call the school office or see Mrs Parfitt, Mrs Horn or Mr
Bogg. We would like our Facebook page to be a positive, exciting page showing all the amazing
things happening here at our fabulous school. Thank you.

SCHOOL FUNDRAISING ~ When shopping on-line please visit www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/stmartins-garden-primary, to register St Martin’s Garden Primary (sign up code: 57557) as your cause,
search the retailer, shop as normal and the retailer will make a donation to us!
ALSO The Giving Machine currently have a FREE Daily Bonus Donation button. No purchase required,
just login (everyday) and Click on the Daily Bonus Button and a donation will be made to us.
Please pass this information onto Family and Friends and help us raise money for our exciting
Playground plans. Thank you.

