
Every week is a busy one at St Martin’s Garden Primary School, so we thought we’d 

take the opportunity to share with you some of the exciting things which have been   

going on inside and outside of the classroom in each class.  

Plum Class (Reception) Our story focus this week has been ‘The Gingerbread Man.’          

We have used props to help us retell the story including character crowns, story maps and 

stick puppets. We used our senses to explore ground and root ginger. We even made and 

decorated our own gingerbread man! In phonics, we have been going over the phonemes 

we’ve learnt, trying to recognise the sound without needing the picture clue.                       

We have learnt new high frequency words ‘on, and, it, in, mum, dad.’ Please remember to 

read with your child for at least 5 minutes each day to help build their confidence with word 

building. In maths our focus has been the number 4.  

Olive Class (Year 1) 
This week we begun by exploring the forest 

school area discussing how it has changed    

before searching for minibeasts. In English, we 

focused on writing a letter to ‘Beegu’ who has 

left our planet after being reunited with his    

parents. In Maths, we have moved onto the 

numbers 11-20. We have represented, written 

them in words and numerals and found 1 more 

and 1 less. In Science, we identified and named 

different body parts. In our Learning Enquiry we 

read ‘Coming to England’ by Fioella Benjamin 

and sequenced her life from a young child to 

meeting the Queen.  We revisited previous 

learning about the Windrush discussing how her 

Father was invited to England. The children have 

started learning their lines for the Christmas     

Nativity. Well done Olive on a superb week!  

Lime Class (Year 2)  
Another super week from Lime Class. All the 

children have worked incredibly hard on 

their assessments and should be very proud 

of the progress they have made. In Maths, 

we started looking at money. Children 

made different amounts using coins and 

notes. In Science, the children learnt about 

the stages of human development. In Art, 

we continued our work on hatching and 

cross hatching by drawing pictures of       

famous people. In our Learning Enquiry    

lesson we heard stories from those who 

travelled on Windrush Empire. The children 

loved our visit from Brendan Rouse, who 

showed us some new playground games. 

Well done Lime Class! 

Bronze Class  
This week we have focused on ‘The        

Gingerbread Man’ story.  We have used 

stick puppets to re-enact the story and 

enjoyed learning repeated phrases in the 

story.  We have smelt and explored       

ginger, used cutters in ginger playdough 

and made craft gingerbread men,  

choosing our small parts to glue on.  

Christmas performance preparations 

have begun and we have been painting 

and decorating scenery.  We have          

focused on writing our names, identifying 

smaller and bigger numbers using          

numicon and we have learnt new phonics 

sounds a and ng.   
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Silver Class    
Another busy week in Silver class! We     

decorated our bears after we mixed         

colours to make brown and used a fork to 

create a furry bear on paper plates. We 

also started to think about our  speaking 

lines for the Christmas play and practised 

our Reindeer Song. In maths, we          

compared sizes and thought about ordinal 

numbers and ordering. In English, we         

created WANTED posters for Goldilocks 

and added speech using what we know 

the characters say in the story.                      

We continue to practise our ball skills in P.E. 



Elm Class (Year 3)            

This week in Elm Tree we have been 

using our sapphire power to stay        

focused in all of our assessments—

great work Elm Tree!                             

In science this week we learnt about 

’Marvellous Mirrors’ and how we see 

things, how light reflects and what 

happens to a mirrored image. In art, 

we practiced tracing, focusing on 

line and shading. We continued to 

learn about Windrush and talked 

about different reasons people came 

to the UK. We even wrote our own job 

applications!              

Aspen Class (Year 5) It’s been a phenomenal week in Aspen Class. Aspen have 

completed numerous assessments throughout the week. The class have shown             

incredible focus during these assessments and I have been impressed with the                

classes’ ability to answer some quite challenging questions. On Wednesday, the class 

took part in an online interactive tour of the Houses of Parliament. I was really impressed 

with the insightful knowledge of Parliament and the eagle-eyed observations from the 

class.   

Gold Class  
Gold Class have had a fantastic week! We have begun rehearsing for our Christmas play, 

which will be recorded. We have created props that we will be using and practiced one of our 

songs. In maths, we have found number bonds to 10 and used the multiplication symbol.            

In Learning Enquiry, we looked at real written experiences of people from the Windrush         

generation to answer the question ‘was everyone that came to the UK happy?’. In science, 

one group explored magnets and their properties, while the other investigated the melting 

points of different liquids. Well done Gold Class! 

Acer Class (Year 4) 
I have been so impressed with Acer Class' tenacity 
this week during our assessments. They have strived 
to be the best they can be and should be proud of 
their efforts. Elsewhere this week we have been 
lucky enough to enjoy an author visit from Jasbinder 
Bilan; we loved asking questions about her books 
and where she takes her inspiration from. If that 
wasn't enough, we then virtually transported       
ourselves to the Houses of Parliament where we      
enjoyed learning all about the differences between 
the House of Lords and House of Commons. We 
have thoroughly enjoyed our swimming lessons and 
are improving week by week. We have begun our 
portraits of people with Caribbean heritage now that 
we have mastered different techniques.  

Willow Class (Year 6) Well done Willow for another great week of learning. We 

started the week with a virtual visit from the author Jasbinder Bilan. Jasbinder 

spoke of her books and where her inspirations come from. Later in the week 

we had another virtual event, this time touring The Houses of Parliament.          

In English we have continued with our diary entries, thinking carefully about 

how Leonard from ’Windrush Child’ by Benjamin Zephaniah might be feeling 

about leaving his Grandmother, yet joining his father.    

A positive difference, everyday, everyone                                                          

Platinum Class   We have had another good week in Platinum.  We have worked on the 

skills you need to read aloud to an audience, both in English where the children recited a 

poem called ’Windrush Child’ by John Agard and when we have been rehearsing our 

Christmas Play.  We have been impressed by their use of emphasis and ability to change 

speed and volume.  In Science we learnt about the difference between an adult’s  and a 

child’s teeth and how to keep them healthy.  In Football the children worked on their ball 

skills, demonstrating good partner work, ahead of our weekly football match.   


