
Every week is a busy one at St Martin’s Garden Primary School, so we thought we’d 

take the opportunity to share with you some of the exciting things which have been   

going on inside and outside of the classroom in each class.  

Plum Class (Reception)  ‘Who’s that trip trapping over my bridge?’ This week Plum class have 

learnt the story of the Three Billy Goats Gruff. They made bridges for the goats and used puppets 

and masks to retell the story with the help of a story map. They used play dough to make their 

own ugly troll to jump out from underneath the bridge! In maths, the children were organising 

ways of putting three goats into two fields, then finding how to make 2 and 3 using smaller    

numbers. In phonics, we  learnt the word ‘into’ and looked at rhyming words, seeing how the first 

letter changes to make a new word (bat, cat, rat, hat). We learnt about how to use kind words, 

hands and how a smile can make a face kind.   

Olive Class (Year 1) 
We started the week off by demonstrating 

some brilliant teamwork skills when den     

building in Forest School. After building our 

dens we tested to see if they were water proof 

and considered what we could do next time 

to make them even better. In English, we     

continued with our  book ‘Beegu’ by Alexis 

Deacon and wrote a diary entry from his     

perspective. In Maths, we focused on           

recognising, naming and sorting 2-D and 3-D 

shapes.   In Science, we learnt all about what 

different animals eat . Then we were able to 

group them as to whether they were a         

herbivore, omnivore or carnivore . In our        

learning enquiry we have been discussing Rosa 

Parks. We created a timeline and considered 

why she significant in Black history.  

Lime Class (Year 2)  Another busy week in 

Lime Class! In English, we have been        

continuing with our book ‘Traction Man 

and TurboDog’ by Mini Grey. This week we 

met TurboDog, and considered how each 

character’s thoughts and feelings have 

changed. In Maths the children have been 

working hard to ace column subtraction. 

We also started to look at how to find         

number bonds to 100. As part of Friendship 

Week, we discussed the value of kind 

words and what makes us each special.    

In our Learning Enquiry lesson, we learnt 

about Rosa Parks and wrote a diary entry 

from her perspective. In our art lesson, we 

learned how to hatch and cross-hatch. 

Keep up the good work Lime Class! 

Bronze Class  Bronze class have  had fun 
this week reading the story of ‘Goldilocks and 
the three bears’.  We have enjoyed partaking in 
a sensory version and learning words ‘hot’ and 
‘cold’ to describe the porridge.  We have        
enjoyed messy play in porridge and have tasted 
porridge at snack time.  To develop our motor 
skills and co-ordination, we have used spoons to 
scoop oats into containers.  The adults are 
proud of the children learning to write their 
names and develop their pencil control and 
practicing the correct letter formation.  We have 
also continued to use numicon, focussing on 
‘big’ and ‘small’ to help us begin to understand 
the concept of number and comparing amounts. 
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Silver Class We started off the week with            

engaging with a sensory story version of ‘Goldilocks 

and the three bears’ and have enjoyed making      

porridge playdough to represent three different 

amounts/ portions. We further explored pulse and 

rhythm in our music lesson and sung more nursery 

rhymes. We have read various books about           

friendships and thought about how we can be good 

friends. We added lots of colourful dots to Pudsey’s 

bandana.                                                                          

As part of National Road Safety Week, we learnt a 

catchy rhyme to help us remember to cross the road 

safely. In maths, we have been learning about 2D 

shapes and their properties. We combined our maths 

learning with building our hand control by cutting out 

shapes to repeat and continue patterns and created 

bear collages using various circular and oval shapes. 



Elm Class (Year 3)  
This week in Elm Tree we have been practicing 

checking our answers for column addition   

using the inverse! We have begun our new 

maths topic of multiplication and division, 

grouping equally and using arrays. In English, 

we have been writing letters to the Prince in 

our story making recommendations for his fear 

of the dark using adverbs. In art we practiced 

using different charcoal techniques including 

cross hatching. In Learning Enquiry, we have 

been learning about Windrush including key 

facts, the journey of The Empire Windrush and 

what happened to the Caribbean people 

when they arrived in the UK. We also had our 

final forest school this week, we made      

necklaces and had a brilliant time exploring 

and creating! 

Aspen Class (Year 5) This week Aspen class have produced some tremendous work. English        

lessons have seen children produce some incredible non-chronological reports on the Portuguese-Man-o-

War (based on ‘Stormbreaker’ by Anthony Horowitz). The class outlined a brilliant curiosity when             

compiling facts about these unusual invertebrates. Maths lessons have seen the children apply their 

knowledge of finding the area of quadrilaterals to finding the area of compound shapes. The class have 

done brilliantly to develop their understanding of a complex process. During Learning Enquiry based        

lessons the children produced artwork inspired by the famous Caribbean athlete Usain Bolt, they have also 

written first person diary entries based on the experiences of the Windrush Generation. Keep it up Aspen! 

Gold Class 
Yet another great week for Gold Class! Our maths groups have looked at finding number bonds  
systematically and beginning to use the multiplication symbol. In Spanish we learnt how to say we 
are happy or sad, and in RE learnt the story behind Diwali. In Art we had another go at sketching       
portraits, this time using hatching or cross hatching. In Learning Enquiry we learnt about Rosa Parks 
and thought about why she didn't get off the bus. In Science, one group described the properties of 
some objects and the material they are made out of, while the other investigated the properties of 
gases. We have had a focus on kindness this week and have been keeping track of how many     
kindness leaves we have put on the tree and how many rubies have been earnt!   

Acer Class (Year 4) 
What a great week in Acer Class. We have been 

watching videos of Cirque du Soleil performers in   

preparation for writing an advert encouraging people 

to visit the circus. We loved watching the trapeze artists 

and couldn't believe their bravery and talent. Our   

dribbling and passing skills were put to the test in a 

game situation in our basketball lesson and we are 

looking forward to introducing shooting next week.      

For our Learning Enquiry we thought about the reasons 

the Windrush Generation came to Britain and what life 

might have been like for them upon their arrival. 

Wednesday saw us delve into Hinduism and we learnt  

about Diwali and its origins. We enjoyed creating some 

rangoli patterns too. Our Art lesson saw us getting     

experimental with charcoal, we learnt about                 

cross-hatching and how it can create tone.                   

We will be putting these skills into practice drawing our 

portraits in the coming weeks.                                      

Amazing effort Acer - well done!  

Willow Class (Year 6) This week we have discovered more about Leonards life in         

Jamaica and finding out that he would be moving to the United Kingdom as described in 

Benjamin Zephaniah’s ’Windrush Child’. In Learning Enquiry we have researched the      

passenger lists of Empire Windrush. From the Sea cards we have been able to learn which 

parts of the Caribbean the passengers had left, their names, ages and where they settled 

in the UK. We have thought carefully about which cities they moved to and why that might 

be. In Maths we have looked at the four quadrants of graphs, plotted points and          

practiced translations.    

A positive difference, everyday, everyone                                                          

Platinum Class The class have impressed us this week with their ability to focus and        

persevere with their assessments.  They have demonstrated a range of gem powers and 

earnt a well-deserved reward time today!  In Science we looked at different types of teeth 

and compared human teeth to animal teeth, especially the differences between herbivores 

and carnivores.  We also spent some time talking about Friendship Week and Road Safety 

Awareness Week and did some incredible 3D portrait work with sculpting clay.  We had a 

football match in PE—it  was great to see so many of them participating so enthusiastically. 


