
Every week is a busy one at St Martin’s Garden Primary School, so we thought we’d 

take the opportunity to share with you some of the exciting things which have been   

going on inside and outside of the classroom in each class.  

Plum Class (Reception)   

Based on the story of ‘Owl Babies’ by Martin Waddell we had a think about where we 

feel safe and who we feel safe with. In phonics we learnt new sounds ‘g, o, c, k’ and new 

words ‘no’and ‘go.’ In maths, we have learnt a new counting song ‘Zoom zoom zoom 

we’re going to the moon’ and counting back from ten using our fingers. We also learnt 

about how 2 is made from two 1’s. We learnt about Numicon shapes, which represent 

numbers to 10. We found the numbers and printed them with paint. In P.E. we played 

parachute games and also had another try at the balance bikes. It has been a great 

Olive Class (Year 1)  
Olive class have once again had a busy 

learning week. We have continued learning 

to read and write new graphemes ‘oy, ir, ue 

and aw’. I am so pleased with how hard 

they have tried with their Phonics. In English, 

we started our new story ‘Aaaarrgghh      

Spider!’ by Lydia Monks. The children have 

loved joining in with this funny story. Later, 

we started creating a list of questions we 

wanted to know about spiders. In Maths, we 

have been learning about number bonds to 

and within 10. In Science, we identified signs 

of Autumn using our senses and looked at 

different animals who lived by rivers. This 

linked with our Learning Enquiry which 

looked at answering the question Why rivers 

are important?  Well done Olive Class on a 

fab week. 

Lime Class (Year 2)  
Another outstanding week from Lime Class.     

In our English lessons we have been rewriting 

our story ‘The Storm Whale’ by Benji Davies. The 

children have started to publish their work into 

a picture book. In Maths we have been      

adding and subtracting 10s. For our  Science 

lesson, we studied types of animals  that might 

live in a river habitat. The children loved       

playing dodgeball in their PE lesson.  For our art 

lesson we continued our work on perspective 

by creating a landscape based on the work of 

the artist Thomas Cole. Children enjoyed their 

Learning Enquiry lesson where we learnt about 

water pollution. We found out about how    

water is cleaned and conducted an              

experiment where we filtered water.  

Bronze Class  
This week Bronze class have continued to 

explore our senses.  We have learnt about 

the sense of touch and have been using 

a feely bag to explore materials of          

different textures.  We have been learning 

to use words to describe them.  We have 

enjoyed lots of tactile play including        

playing in jelly and spaghetti.  We have 

explored Autumnal treasures, crunching 

Autumn leaves and using tweezers to pick 

up conkers.  We have enjoyed the story 

‘You Choose’ by Nick Sharratt and have 

practised using scissors to cut out our fa-

vourite foods from magazines.   
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Silver Class  We have had a lovely week 

learning about how we feel. We used the 

book ‘The Colour Monster’ by Anna Llenas to 

help us learn and respond to different feelings 

using music to  express ourselves and making 

our own feeling monsters. In maths, we deco-

rated monsters using odd and even amounts 

of noses, eyes, mouths to learn about odd and 

even        numbers. We also had a special    

visitor this week— Molly has spent some time in 

the mornings with us as she will be taking over 

from Francesca teaching Mondays and    

Tuesdays after half term. In English, we have 

written our weekend news, described feeling 

monsters and worked hard on our phonics. 
 



Elm Class (Year 3)  
This week in English we have been acting out  

stories, we had great fun creating props,          

planning scripts and performing to our peers!         

We have also been re-writing a story using a        

different perspective and trying out our new        

conjunctions! 

In maths, we have been learning to add and 

subtract ones and tens from 3 digit numbers, we 

have been using base 10, bead strings, numicon 

and 100 squares to help! 

In Learning Enquiry we learnt all about water    

pollution and what causes our rivers and oceans 

to become polluted. We also found out about 

what we can do to help the planet. Following 

this, we conducted an experiment to filter water 

using the process: collection, storage, separation 

and filtration. We made predictions and          

evaluated our findings.   

Aspen Class (Year 5)  Aspen Class have had a busy week. The week began with children       

publishing their persuasive letters (editing their writing and rewriting it as neatly as possible). This activity 

was a great way of underlining the improvements children have made in their handwriting and           

rereading their work. Through the week in maths, we have been focusing on data handling. Children 

have read and interpreted data presented on tables and line graphs, answering some challenging 

questions. Through Learning Enquiry lessons, we have discussed the importance of rivers and why people 

chose to settle near rivers. The class undertook the Cooper Test (a test of cardiovascular fitness). It was so 

impressive to see the distances the children managed to run. Keep up the phenomenal work Aspen! 

Gold Class  
Yet another great week for Gold class. We finished our amazing three part stories made 

with illustrated backgrounds, speech bubbles and characters made of plasticine.                

In Learning Enquiry, we looked at the features of a river settlement, such as harbours, ports, 

bridges and canals, and looked at examples along the river Avon in Bristol and Bath.             

In Science we made sensory boards and investigated the best ear shape. In DT we made 

bridges out of lolly sticks and plasticine and everyone's creations were amazing.                            

Well done Gold Class!   

Acer Class (Year 4)  
Acer have been awesome this week. We 

have consolidated our learning of formal 

methods of addition and subtraction – we 

loved picking apart the missing digit  

questions. We have started to rewrite the 

stormy section of ‘The Green Ship’ by 

Quentin Blake, being sure to include lots 

of fronted adverbials, expanded noun 

phrases and more. We got our running 

shoes on on Tuesday by completing the 

Coopers Run to track our fitness. Not just 

this but we have been creating posters 

about why rivers are so important! 

Phew—what a week. Keep up it up! 

Willow Class (Year 6)  Willow Class have had another very busy learning week with exciting 

events both in school and out! On Monday we had a practise with Mr. Newman playing Tag Tails in 

preparation for our trip to a PAT tournament at Glasshouse Academy playing fields where we                

represented the school well with great teamwork and sportsmanship.                                                              

We have finished our formal letters based on ‘Journey to the River Sea’ by Eva Ibbotson.                         

In Maths we have begun learning the correct way to multiply 4 digit numbers by 2 digits using the short 

method. In Art we have created our river pictures using tone and colour and added collage for texture. 

In Reading comprehension we have enjoyed analysing the text extract ‘Sky Song’ by Abi Elphinstone 

and had great predictions and debated about how good and evil are battling in this story. Well done. 

A positive difference, everyday, everyone                                                          

Platinum Class  
We have had a lot of fun in Platinum this week.  We played a football match with Gold (mixed 

teams) on Monday where enthusiasm and sportsmanship were abundant and Wednesday the  

children earned a Reward of ‘Parkour’ for demonstrating their Gem Powers across Term 1.  They 

have also written their own story in English to tell to their pebble pet and continued honing their  

addition and subtraction skills in Maths.  In Spanish block we revisited our learning to date AND 

learning the months of the year.  Well done Platinum!  


