05/02/2021

Every week is a busy one at St Martin’s Garden Primary School,
whether we are in
school or learning from home. So we thought we’d take the opportunity to share our
learning with you.
Plum Class (Reception)
This week in Plum class we jetted off on our flying carpets all the way to Australia. It was a very long
journey but we were happy not to be in the chilly Arctic anymore! We listened to a story called
‘Somewhere in Australia’ by Marcello Pennacchio and talked about the different animals we
might see there. We have made Aboriginal dot paintings this week and decorated a boomerang. We
also had a look at some Aboriginal dancing and listened to digeridoo music. In phonics, we learnt the
sounds ‘air’ and ‘ear’ and our final purple tricky word ‘her.’ In maths, we have been making pairs,
combining groups and identifying 6, 7 and 8 . It has been Children’s Mental Health Week, and as part of
that we have been doing some hand massage, relaxation, mindful breathing and colouring. We listened
to a story called ‘The Colour Monster’ by Anna Llenas about how emotions might link to colours.

Lemon Class (Year 1)This week in Lemon Tree,
we have been completing lots of writing around our
class book ‘The Lonely Beast’ by Chris Judge. We
have been using conjunctions ‘and’ and ‘because’ to
join our sentences, using speech, and even using
questions to prepare for some interviews! In maths,
we have looked at subtraction and making numbers
smaller. We have used tens frames, numicon
pictures and number lines to help us with this skill.
In PSHE this week we talked about perseverance
and something we used to find tricky but we have
now learnt how to do. We completed a true and
false animal quiz in science using all our animal
knowledge from this term. Lastly, we cut and
created some puzzles of Samuel Pepys and even
made our own lolly stick puppet shows!
The children in Lemon Tree have taken on
the skipping challenge this week and
even beat their own high scores, wow!

Oak Class (Year 2 & 3)

Bronze Class
This week we have ’visited’
Australia on our travels! We have
learnt about Australian animals and
made our own Kangaroo, Platypus
and Koala masks. We have
designed our own boomerangs and
enjoyed aboriginal art. In maths we
have began to use scales to
investigate heavy and light and
compare the weight of objects. In
PE we have continued practising
balancing, jumping, climbing and
using the balance bikes.

Silver Class

Oak Class have been very busy this week.
The children learning at home with their
families and those in school have really
enjoyed their Learning Enquiry. We have learnt
about the Rosetta Stone and tried drawing our own
hieroglyphs. Our Egyptian inspired art has been
fantastic and there are some more lovely art ideas
to come.
In English we have continued to follow the
adventures of our princess in ‘The Princess and the
White Bear’ by Tanya Robyn Batt. In maths we have
been thinking about sharing and making equal
groups. We have been finding odd and even
numbers as well as practising multiplication.
We have been keeping fit with our skipping
challenges.
This week in Silver class we have been
learning that different types of shops sell
different items. We have focused on the 1666
Pudding Lane Bakery. We made salt dough
buns, which turned hard once cooked and then
painted them. Linked songs such as Pat a
Cake and 10 Currant buns have helped support
our maths and writing. During attention autism
we enjoyed splatting the piles of flour. We
made a junk model oven with a pretend fire that
would have been used long ago not like our
electric ovens today!
We are keeping up with our daily yoga sessions
and for children's mental week we learnt some
breathing techniques.

Gold Class

Gold class had many rewards this week for earning so many sapphires, rubies, topaz and
emeralds! In learning enquiry we learnt about the water cycle and did well to remember such
long tricky words! We then worked as a team to put all the stages of the water cycle in the
right place. In DT, we have started creating the base of our Canopic jars and we are excited to make
the lids next week! We have worked incredibly hard in English, where we learnt about fronted
adverbials and used them in sentences, we have also started to retell our story, Norwandle, Girl of the
Waves by Gcina Mhlophe, from Norwandle’s point of view. In science, we are looking at the
structure of seeds and will be planting our own! Well done Gold class.

Pine Class (Year 3 & 4)
Another fantastic week of in school and
home learning for Pine Class. In English,
we have been using similes to compare
Jemmy Button’s experiences to that of his
home. In Maths, we continued our work on
measure, including learning how to find the
perimeter. We investigated whether all pets
eat the same food in our Science lesson and
used our knowledge of pictograms to
present our data. The children loved our
Learning Enquiry lesson where we studied
the process of mummification. Some found
this a little revolting! We also studied the
physical and human features of
Egypt, using Google Maps to find
our own examples. In art, we studied
Ancient Egyptian Sarcophaguses and
created our own. Keep up the good
work Pine Class!

Aspen Class (Year 4 & 5)
Well done Aspen class for another
wonderful week of learning.
In English, we learnt that the missing last
sandwich was incredibly useful in helping the boy and
the bear defeat the gargantuan sea monster. I have
enjoyed reading (and watching) your news reports.
We have enjoyed learning all about different types of
pronouns following an online lesson.
Our handwriting continues to improve—well done.
In Maths, we have started to learn about different
types of graphs and charts.
We’ve had great fun learning all about the pyramids,
I am very impressed with the imaginative way you
have created your own.
We have been completing lots of skipping challenges
and really improving our fitness.
In Science lessons, we have continued learning about
different types of forces.
Well done everyone.

Willow Class (Year 5 & 6) What an exciting week! We have had great learning, chats
with parents and children, Bright Friday and a Celebration Zoom. We should all be very
proud of the things we have achieved this week. In Maths, we have explored calculating
with decimals and finding percentages of amounts. Our writing this week has been
planning and writing a biography of the important scientist Alexander Fleming.
His discovery of penicillin is linked to our Ancient Egypt learning as we
discovered that the Ancient Egyptians used mouldy bread to treat infected
wounds about 3000 years ago! They would not have known why it worked but
it’s a fascinating fact. We have also learned about pyramids, how and why
they were built. Science is continuing to look at forces. Well done everyone.

Platinum Class
This week in Platinum we have covered a wide range of learning again. In English we
have moved onto a new book— whose title we are keeping secret for now— which has
really captured the children’s imaginations. We have been stretching our sentences by
using expanded noun phrases. In Science and Enquiry we have been really impressed with
all the children’s questions and discussions; Why did pharaohs switch from being buried in
pyramids to underground tombs? What does blood do when our heart pumps around the
body? We have spent more time on further understanding multiplication in our
maths lessons, including working on our times tables knowledge.
Well done Platinum!

A positive difference, everyday, everyone

