
Every week is a busy one at St Martin’s Garden Primary School, so we thought we’d 

take the opportunity to share with you some of the exciting things which have been   

going on inside and outside of the classroom in each class.  

Plum Class (Reception) This week in Plum class we enjoyed the story of Jack and the Beanstalk 

with some follow up activities relating to sequencing and counting. We have continued to work on 

tricky words, phonemes and digraphs and have focused on letter and number formation. We would 

ask if you could please spend 5-10 minutes per day on a reading activity—this could be looking at tricky 

words, reading a story or getting your child to read a little bit to you (a few pages is enough). This will really help 

them develop into confident, secure readers. We have been working very hard on our Christmas nativity,     

putting together something that you can enjoy at home over the holidays. On Monday we enjoyed using   

plasticine to make a Shaun the Sheep models with Aardman Animation. It was a huge challenge and involved 

a lot of perseverance and finger strength.   

Lemon Class (Year 1) 

This week in Lemon Tree we have been practicing 

holding and writing a sentence, focusing on using 

finger spaces, full stops and capital letters. We 

have learnt the sounds ‘tion’ and ‘ue’ and have 

used them in some of our writing. We attended 

the Aardman Animation workshop this week and 

created our own Shaun the Sheep plasticine    

characters! We have been working really hard on 

our Nativity and cannot wait to perform it and 

have it shared with you all!  

In maths, we have been practicing ‘one more, one 

less’ and ordering and comparing groups of       

objects. In science, we identified    

different materials and discussed their 

uses, sources and properties. 

Oak Class (Year 2 & 3) 
This week Oak Class have been thinking 
all about reading and creating words in 
the past tense. 
We have been adding ‘ed’ onto the end of verbs 
to create a new word and using them in a       
sentences. 
We have been planning a recount all about the 
robbery that Claude from ‘Claude in the City’ 
written by Alex T Smith, foiled using some of 
the new words we have been thinking about this 
week. 
In Maths we have been learning about coin    
values and coin names. The children have been 
busy paying for items with money and checking 
they have added the values correctly. 
It has been a very busy week creatively and we 

have started our beautiful Christmas crafts! 

Bronze Class In Bronze class we have      
continued our transport theme with our story 
‘Whatever Next’ by Jill Murphy where Baby Bear 
ventures to the moon.  We thoroughly enjoyed 
our sensory story version and acting the story 
out.  This was followed by lots of box play! We 
have written lists of things we would take to the 
moon, made rocket models and enjoyed mark 
making on foil.  In maths, we have continued to 
practise naming 2D shapes and have used 
shapes to build rockets.  We enjoyed the     
Aardman Animation visit and made some   
amazing Shaun the Sheep from plasticine.  We 

have enjoyed our book   advent calendar, 
reading a new class book every day! 
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Silver Class 
This week we attended an Aardman     
Animation workshop online and followed 
instructions to make Shaun the Sheep.  We had 
a lot of fun moulding with the plasticine and   
practicing our fine motor skills! It tied in well with 
our phonic sound 'sh' and we loved watching 
Shaun the Sheep video clips afterwards. 
We have begun enjoying the season of      
Christmas and advent, creating sensory snow 
balls and Christmas themed maths games. We 
have been reading ‘Stickman’ by Julia           
Donaldson and listening to the rhyming 
words.  For enquiry we sorted old and new toys 
and discussed the types of materials they are 
made from.  



Pine Class (Year 3 & 4)  
What a creative week in Pine Class! On 
Monday we had video call with Aardman 
Animation. During this video call we all 
learnt how to make our very own Shaun 
the Sheep. In Art we studied the work of 
Jenny Urquhart and finished our collages 
based on her work. In our Learning    
Enquiry lesson, we studied buildings and 
clothing of the past and made            
conclusions on what it would be like to 
live in Bath and Bristol during different 

time periods. The whole class 
worked incredibly hard on their 
assessments this week and should 
be especially proud of all that they 
have achieved. Keep up the good 
work everyone.  

Willow Class (Year 5 & 6)  Aardman Animation (creators of Wallace and Gromit) came 

to Willow Class on Monday (virtually of course) and we enjoyed an incredible workshop   

using modelling plasticine to make the evil genius Feathers McGraw. In writing this week we 

have worked collaboratively on a Free Verse poem about birds in flight and 

written a biography of Guy Bailey. Our History focus this week has been on 

why Bristol was very involved in the slave trade in the 17th century; we          

discovered some interesting facts and discussed the reasons this happened. 

Maths has continued to explore fractions, looking at converting improper   

fractions to mixed numbers. Year 5 have showcased their learning so far in  

Autumn assessments. Well done to everyone on another great week. 

Gold Class  
Gold Class had a very exciting start to the week, where we had a zoom call with Aardman Animation 
who gave us a step-by-step guide on how to make Shaun the Sheep out of plasticine. We have  
started rehearsing the Christmas play, which will be video recorded. They have made excellent progress and 
are becoming more and more confident with their lines! We have been creating props for the play, such as a 
Christmas tree, Christmas decorations and Santa's shed. We have been planning our outfits which will    
hopefully start coming together next week! 
We have also designed Roman Mosaics, looked at the counties of England, and explored the uses of magnets 
in our world today. A super week!  

Aspen Class (Year 4 & 5) 
We started the week with an     
amazing online workshop, learning 
how to make Feathers McGraw out 
of plasticine. We carefully followed the    
instructions and made some impressive 
characters.  Well done. 
During our learning enquiry lessons, we 
have considered the impact of the Bristol 
Bus Boycott on our lives today. 
We have started to follow a month of    
kindness in the lead up to Christmas.  
During art lessons, we have started to look 
at the amazing work by Stephen Wiltshire 
and have been inspired to draw some    
buildings using his unique style. 
We have also started our new skipping  
challenge: the twelve skips of Christmas. 

Platinum Class  
This week in Platinum we have been busy completing our end of term assessments.  The 

children have done really well, with several Maths and English papers as well as writing their 

own adventure story.  The highlight of the week was the Aardman Animation workshop on 

Monday where we all made a model of Feathers McGraw and learnt all about the very 

many exciting careers in the world of animation.   We had fun running around the school 

grounds in our Orienteering session and revising the points of the compass.  With  

December finally here, in the afternoons we have been busy practising the      

Christmas play, starting a few Christmas craft projects and taking part in the The 12 

Skips of Christmas challenge.  

A positive difference, everyday, everyone                                                          


