
Every week is a busy one at St Martin’s Garden Primary School, so we thought we’d take 

the opportunity to share with you some of the exciting things which have been going on  

inside and outside of the classroom this week.   

Plum Class (Reception)  
Aaargh me hearties, this week in Plum class we have been pirates! We read the story of the ‘Night    

Pirates’ by Peter Harris and have used our imagination to think about  what life would be like as a      

pirate. We have dressed up, built pirate ships, made treasure maps and designed our very own pirate. 

We have been keeping fit and healthy with our gymnastics and cricket sessions. In gym we recapped the 

shapes ‘pike’ ‘tuck’ and ‘straddle’ and played games involving balance and movement. In maths, we have           

continued counting and problem solving, as well as constructing bridges and building boats. In phonics, we 

have continued working on spotting digraphs in words and have been learning how to write capital letters.   

We have enjoyed lots of pirate themed stories which have taken us on adventures across lands and oceans. 

We have learnt a new story called ‘One eyed Jim’ using a story map.  

Lemon Class (Year 1)   
This week in Lemon Tree we have been creating 
our own story books, devising new characters, 
settings and plots following the story mountain 
structure and adding our own illustrations. We 
have been practicing our joined up writing too! In 
maths, we have been learning how to measure 
heights and lengths and have used rulers and     
metre sticks when measuring in centimetres and 
metres. We have been discussing how we change 
from a baby to our current age and beyond, we 
have looked at life stages and similarities and 
differences. In cricket this week we learnt how to 
bat and field and in gymnastics, we learnt forward 

rolls. We really enjoyed our STOMP body 
percussion session too! In science, we 
have planted some cress seeds and    
cannot wait to see them grow. 

Oak Class (Year 2 & 3) 

What a wonderful, exciting week Oak Class have 
had! We loved our visit from STOMP on Monday 
and  were captivated! 
This week’s focus in English has been punctuation.  We have 
been thinking where we need to write inverted commas to show 
what a person has said.  We have been thinking what the         
characters would say in our story of ‘The Mousehole Cat’ by  
Antonia Barber.  We have also thought of questions to ask Tom 
and used question marks in our written sentences. 
During Maths, we have been focusing on measuring using mass 
and practised using balance scales to identify the heaviest and 
lightest objects. We looked at grams and tried to work out how 
heavy items are in grams.  
Oak Tree Class have been continuing our bean diaries and also 
planted water cress seeds. 
We have compared Mount Fuji in Japan to Ben Nevis in the  
United Kingdom and used lots of geographical vocabulary. We 
began to piece together our collage pictures inspired by Tracy 
English and are enjoying researching ‘The Great Wave off   
Kanagawa’. 
Oak Class began to learn the Spanish numbers to 10 which was 
fun,  and we  had another fab visit from our Cricket Coach! 

Bronze Class  
This week we have begun our adventures 
into the oceans! We have enjoyed reading 
‘Commotion in the Ocean’ by Giles Andreae and 
making our own ocean sensory bags of sea   
creatures.  Some children have been learning to 
name the 5 oceans of the world and finding 
these on a world map.  We have created our 
own ’magic’ sea creature pictures using the wax 
resist technique.  There have been lots of under 
the sea water play opportunities with small sea 
creatures too.  Bronze class had so much fun at 
the STOMP workshop and have been practising 
their body percussion ever since!     
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Silver Class    We started off the week with a 
visit from the famous STOMP. We learnt to make 
music using our bodies. For our Learning Enquiry, 
we followed instructions and to make sushi. We learnt 
words like shiny side, nori, seaweed, bamboo mat, salty and 
practised skills such as cutting the cucumber, patting down 
the rice and rolling. We used our chopsticks to taste the  
sushi although the majority disliked the taste and smell of 
the nori but enjoyed the rest. During attention autism we 
took turns to be a human sushi rolled each other up in a 
large mat!  During hand-control activities we have          
continued practising the rolling technique making mini  
pretend sushi out of plasticine. For our art session we had 
the chance to feel, wear and see kimono silk patterns and 
then made our own lolly stick mini Japanese person     
wearing a patterned kimono and silk sash. In phonics we 
practised shr, thr, str sounds, and in maths we have focused 
on partitioning numbers to 100.                                                      



Pine Class (Year 3 & 4) Another exciting 
week of learning Pine Class! In English, we have 
been continuing our story of ‘Arthur and the      
Golden Rope’ by Joe Stanton where we heard 
about the devastating attack on a small Icelandic 
town by a wolf. We reported on the event as jour-
nalists and created our own newspaper reports.  
In Maths, we concluded our work on measure and 
started working on telling the time. Make sure you 
are practising at home!  
In PE, we practised underarm and over arm       
throwing. The children loved competing against 
each other.  
For our Science lesson we learnt about fruits and 
created our own scientific drawings. For our  
Learning Enquiry, we compared the climates of the 

UK and Japan. Through creating their own 
graphs, children discovered that Tokyo sees 
more rainfall in a year than London.         
We also had a STOMP workshop where 
children practised body percussion. Well 
done everyone for being the best you can 
be!  

Willow Class (Year 5 & 6) What a busy and exciting week we have enjoyed in Willow Class 

this week. We kick-started our week with a great workshop from one of the performers of the hit 

show STOMP who taught us how to create music with rhythmic body percussion. Our writing this 

week has been based on the description of Kensuke’s cave from the book ‘Kensuke’s          

kingdom’ by Michael Morpurgo. In maths, we have looked at volume and then started some       

interesting investigations looking at diagonals in rectangle and finding patterns and rules. We 

have tried our hand at Japanese style writing and collage. We also looked at the human      

geography of Japan. We have been enjoying our investigation into germination in   

Science and made observational notes about the development of our bean seeds. 

We also investigated why Kensuke treated Michael’s injuries with vinegar by testing 

household chemicals with cabbage water! 

Gold Class  
Gold class have had a fantastic week! On Monday we had a fun session with STOMP, where we learnt 
some great body percussion techniques. In Learning Enquiry, we learnt why Japan is known as ‘the 
land of the rising sun’, linking this to compass points, directions and where the sun rises and sets. In P.E, we 
practiced cricket skills by throwing in different ways to try and hit the wicket. In English, we continued with 
our book, ‘Ossiri and the Bala Mengro’ by Richard O’Neil and Katherine Quarmby, by relating Ossiri’s need 
to practice her musical instrument to our own learning, and made a class charter. Then we made information 
posters about the area described in the book, in groups. Our three maths groups looked at drawing the time, 
fractions on a number line and dividing 2 digit numbers by 10. Well done Gold Class!  

Aspen Class (Year 4 & 5) 
 Another wonderful week in Aspen class. 
In English, we have continued to read  
‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ by Michael          
Morpurgo.  We made some interesting predictions 
about how Michael could summon help from a 
passing super-tanker.   
In Maths, we have continued to investigate decimal 
numbers and understanding their place values. 
The children enjoyed throwing foam javelins and I 
am impressed with how far they now throw them, 
well done.  We had great fun during our STOMP 
workshop and followed a challenging routine. 
In Learning Enquiry, we researched some more   
information about Japan and replicated some        
Japanese writing.  
In art, we have studied the Japanese artist Hokusai 
and his famous artwork ‘The Great Wave off    
Kanagawa’.  

Platinum Class   We started the week really positively with a brilliant workshop with a    

performer from the hit show, STOMP, where the children learnt some body percussion along 

with a movement routine.  In the middle of the week we had a focus on Islam and learnt 

more about the Qu’ran and its origins and how Muslims show respect for their holy book.  In 

Maths we have spent some time revising the column method for addition and subtraction.  

We have enjoyed delving further into our class book, ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ by Michael 

Morpurgo—some fabulous diary entries were written about Michael’s first few hours 

on the desert island.  In Spanish we learnt a bit more about the country of Spain and 

some Spanish greetings and in Cricket we learnt how to bowl, a new skill for many!  

A positive difference, everyday, everyone                                                          


