
Every week is a busy one at St Martin’s Garden Primary School, so we thought we’d take 

the opportunity to share with you some of the exciting things which have been   going on 

inside and outside of the classroom this week.   

Plum Class (Reception)  
We began our new learning enquiry with the story ‘What the ladybird heard’ by Julia Donaldson. 

We have created bug pictures and began to learn about different creatures that we might find in 

the garden. We have used our senses to discover more about our outside space, using just our 

hearing, or sight to really tune into our surroundings. We have been bug hunting and learning how to  

handle and care for living creatures. In phonics, we have been over the words that we learnt at the end 

of last term (said, have, like, so, do, some, come, were, there) and learnt the new words ’little’ and ‘went.’ 

In maths we have been learning about numbers 11-20 by matching pictures to the numeral. In English, we 

have been writing a sentence about our Easter holiday, remembering to use a capital letter, full stop and 

finger spaces. It has been lovely to get out into the sunshine and explore! 

Lemon Class (Year 1) This week in Lemon tree 
we have been working hard in phonics recapping 
our sounds and spotting digraphs, trigraphs and 
split trigraphs in words. We have been using      
adjectives, verbs and conjunctions in our writing 
linked to our new class story ‘The Secret Sky    
Garden’ by Linda Sarah. In maths we have been 
learning about halves and wholes, understanding 
that halves must be two equal pieces. In Learning 
Enquiry this week we read the story ‘George Flies 
South’ by Simon James and discussed migration, 
using maps of the world to track journeys. Also, 
we learnt about the seasons and the differences 
that occur in our country at different times of 

year. In Design Technology this week 
we looked at forces: pushing, pulling 
and twisting. We experimented using 
these forces with different objects.   

Oak Class (Year 2 & 3)                              
It was so lovely to welcome everyone back after 
the Easter Holidays . We have started our new 
Enquiry this week and began to think about why 
people wanted to fly.  We watched a fantastic vid-
eo of Mr Ford flying a Tiger Moth plane!  The children have 
been thinking of lots of interesting questions to ask him.       
We drew our own flying machines and used our imagination to 

think of how we would like to fly. In English we have started 
our new book.  So far we have been predicting where the story 
is set and been thinking about why Mr Penguin might have 
chosen his profession.  We have also really enjoyed learning 
about the story of Icarus trying to use bird feathers to make 
wings with his father and fly. The children retold the main parts 
of the story and then sequenced it. Oak Class have been busy 
sorting 2D shapes this week and continuing       repeating pat-
terns.  We are learning about horizontal and   vertical lines of 
symmetry and recapping on vertices, edges, irregular, regular 
and shape names. On Monday we started our gymnastic ses-
sions and practised a sequence of       movements,  working 
on balance and our core muscles.          It has been a very 
busy but fun first week back! 

Bronze Class                         

Bronze class are keen to be back in 
school  and have begun our new learning 
Enquiry based on ‘What the Ladybird 
Heard’ by Julia Donaldson.  We have been 
learning all things farm this week!  We 
have been using animal puppets to retell 
the story.  We have made a sensory small 
world farm play with mud, hay, duck ponds 
and fields for the farm animals.  We have 
been learning to choose appropriate      
materials to make collage farm animals  
and playing animal sound lotto games.   
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Silver Class    
It was lovely to have our class back     
together after the Easter break.  We 
have started our new Learning Enquiry ‘Wings 
and Wheels’. We enjoyed reading the story 
‘George flies South ‘by Simon James. The bird 
needs to learn how to fly so he can migrate to a 
warmer country.  We looked at maps from a 
birds eye view. For DT we looked at the         
difference s between old and new cars. The first 
car to be invented had three wheels and an 
open roof. We enjoyed painting with car wheels 
and using the light box to trace an image  of the 
first motor car. In phonics we recapped the 
short ‘oo’ sound and in maths we counted 
groups of ten objects.  



Pine Class (Year 3 & 4)  
It has been lovely having Pine Class back 

in school and we have had a great first 

week back. In English we started our new 

book ‘Mr Penguin and the Lost Treasure’, 

by Alex T. Smith. The children have been 

making great predictions and inferences 

about the text. In Maths, We have been 

working on the written method of division 

and learnt what a remainder is. We kicked 

off our new Learning Enquiry of ‘Wings and 

Wheels’ by taking a virtual trip on a Tiger 

Moth—a plane that was invented in 1931. 

The children asked great questions 

about our new Learning Enquiry. In 

Science we identified types of British 

bird. We started our DT project by 

looking at  famous inventors. Keep 

up the good work Pine Class! 

Willow Class (Year 5 & 6) Welcome back to Term 5! We have a very exciting new Learning 

Enquiry ‘Wings and Wheels’. We will be looking at the history of moving machines and how these 

inventions have changed the world. In English we have started a new book to support our writing. It 

is ‘The Jamie Drake Equation’ by Christopher Edge and is linked to our Enquiry. So far we have used 

this story to write setting descriptions of an alien world using expanded noun phrases and powerful 

vocabulary. Year 6 have enjoyed some focused writing skills sessions whilst Year 5 explored the    

subject of ‘Friends’ in PSHE. In Maths we are continuing with statistics by solving problems 

using data from line graphs and then drawing our own graphs, we will then look at Pie 

Charts. We are continuing with our daily fitness exercises, luckily in the beautiful sunshine 

this week. Our P.E. focus for this term is cricket and we are very excited to have a coach 

to train us. Keep up the good learning Willows! 

Gold Class  
Gold Class have had a fantastic first week back with all showing an excellent attitude to learning about 
our new Learning Enquiry, Wings and Wheels. We learnt about the Greek Myth, Icarus, and worked in 
teams to order the events of the story. We had a careful look at historical time vocabulary and defined 
their meanings.  In RE, we  explored the story behind Ascension day and why it is celebrated by Christians. In DT, 
we looked at famous inventors and what they have created, from the first telephone to the iPad. We then thought 
of and designed  our own wacky inventions! In PE, we had our final game of basketball before moving on to   
something new next week. Our mathematicians have been counting in pound notes, comparing multiplication 
statements and multiplying by 1 and 0. We have started a new book in English, ‘Leaf’ by Sandra Dieckmann, and 
we have been discussing and describing the illustrations in depth to prepare for writing poems next week.   

Aspen Class (Year 4 & 5) 
What a wonderful start to term 5. 
We have launched our new Learning         
Enquiry, ‘Wings and Wheels’, by                 
investigating the history of balloon flight from the hot 
air balloon inventors, the Montgolfier brothers, to the 
possibility of being able to fly to the edge of space.  
We considered all the amazing world records and 
achievements carried out in a hot air balloon.   
In our English lessons, we based this week’s learning 
on a short film clip, ‘The Way Back Home’.  We have 
written the beginning of a descriptive story about 
landing on an alien planet. 
In maths lessons, we have started to investigate      
division and we are continuing to practise our tables. 
In Science lessons, we investigated the forces which 
kept our own flying machines in the air. 
In D.T. we have learned why an axle is important and 
how it helps a vehicle move.   
We also enjoyed our cricket lesson with a coach. 

Platinum Class  
We have had a successful first week back in school after the break.  We were excited to 

get stuck into the new ‘Wings & Wheels’ Learning Enquiry which we covered in History, DT 

and Science lessons.  The 'Wings' Knowledge Organiser was sent home this week so please 

do ask your children each week what new facts they have learnt about the history of 

flight.  We finally managed to play the long-promised Basketball match.  The enthusiasm, 

good sportsmanship and maturity shown by the children playing in a competitive and     

fast-moving game impressed all the adults.   In Term 5 we will be learning how to play 

the Djembe Drums using the 3 key sounds - the bass, tone and slap - and we hope to 

have a performance-worthy piece ready by the end of May.   

A positive difference, everyday, everyone                                                          


