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Every week is a busy one at St Martin’s Garden Primary School,
so we thought we’d
take the opportunity to share with you some of the exciting things which have been
going on inside and outside of the classroom in each class.
Plum Class (Reception)
Our traditional tale this week was Goldilocks and the Three Bears. In maths, we had to set the breakfast
table up, choosing the right sized bowl and spoon and then measuring out just the right amount of
porridge for each hungry bear. In English, we tried to segment and write some Goldilocks related
words, hearing as many sounds in each word as possible. We have constructed a house for the bears, including
beds, chairs and porridge bowls. We very much enjoyed investigating wet and dry porridge, using spoons, jugs
and containers to explore the concept of capacity. In phonics, we have begun to learn digraphs (2 letters that
make 1 sound) - sh, ch, th. We have learnt the new tricky words ‘he’ and ‘she.’ In PE we had another session
with Mr Pile focusing on a variety of movement. Keep working on those sounds and tricky words at home!

Lemon Class (Year 1)
This week in Lemon Tree we have been learning
all about the local, famous engineer Isambard
Kingdom Brunel. We have been little engineers
and have been building ships and bridges over the
River Avon inspired by the SS Great Britain and the
Clifton Suspension Bridge. In maths, we have
learnt about 2D and 3D shapes, we have made the
shapes out of playdough and played lots of games
of hide and guess the shape. We have been
predicting in English and guessing what might
happen next, we used sentence stems ‘I think…’ ‘I
believe…’ and ‘I predict…’. In phonics,
we have learnt the sounds i-e and aw.
We have discussed the meaning of
digraphs, split digraphs and trigraphs.

Bronze Class
Another week full of fun and learning.
The children enjoyed pretending to go on a
bus journey, taking it in turns to be the driver
and conductor handing out tickets. They
wrote their own captions about what they
can see while on a bus. Using IT software,
they created imaginative transport vehicles.
Also, they created Rangoli patterns using
dyed rice to learn about Diwali. We read the
book ‘All about Friends’ by Felicity Brooks to
discuss what a good friend can be and how
we act when being a good friend. We enjoyed creating a friendship chain. We learnt
new sounds /c/ and /k/ and continued to
deepen our understanding of more and less
with numbers to 20.

Oak Class (Year 2 & 3)

Oak class have been carefully thinking about how
to be kind to others and how we can do something
to make other people feel happy and good about themselves. We have been learning that this makes us feel
happy too and that it is great to pass on a smile!
The children have been busy thinking about persuasive
writing based in the book ‘Claude in the City’ by Alex T
Smith
In Maths we have been learning to write independent
addition and subtraction sentences or beginning to look at
column addition and subtraction.
In Art we have been creating Odd Sock patterns to
celebrate Odd Sock’s day and came up with some fantastic
ideas.
During our Enquiry this week we have been thinking why
the Romans came to Bath and Bristol and what evidence
they left behind to show us they were here!
We have been looking at natural and man-made materials
this week in Science and learning about how glass and
paper are made.
We have had a very busy, fun week!

Silver Class

This week we have been reading the book
‘Highway Rat” by Julia Donaldson. The children
made masks and enjoyed riding plastic horses through
paint. The book is linked to our Enquiry about the past.
We noticed in the book there were no cars and the rat had
to ride his horse to get around. He wasn’t a very kind rat
who didn’t share. We are learning to share, wait and take
turns in Silver class. We looked at photos of our own
homes , some old black and white photographs and coins
from the past. We sorted them into old and new and are
becoming familiar with what these terms mean. We made
a timeline and placed photos of when our houses were
built. We have had lots of fun during our themed sessions.
For the Hindu festival of Diwali we created patterns and
henna designs using paints and coloured rice. For Odd
Socks day we revisited the concepts of same and different
and it’s okay to be different , completing sock bunting for
our classroom.

Gold Class
Gold class have had a fantastic week. We have looked at the Roman way of life and
planned a diary entry from the point of view of someone in a Roman town. We
improved our writing by adding adjectives and adverbs to make it more descriptive.
In Geography we identified the four seas surrounding the UK, then found and labelled the key
rivers. We have been following maps in orienteering, been very resilient in maths and
practiced our number bonds through games. In science we have investigated how magnets
work.
Pine Class (Year 3 & 4)
Another brilliant week of learning from
Pine Class! We started the week with Odd
Socks day. We discussed how we are all
different and special in our own way. In
English, we finished an instruction leaflet
on how to look after a sea monkey. In
Maths we started a new topic of
multiplication and division. Remember to
keep practising on Times Table Rock Stars!
As part of friendship week we also
discussed how to resolve conflicts. This
involved role play as well as creating our
own comic book strip. For our
Learning Enquiry, we studied the
features of Bath and Bristol, and
investigated how both the cities
were founded. Keep up the good
work Pine Class!

Aspen Class (Year 4 & 5)

Another fantastic week of learning.
We started friendship week by
wearing odd socks to remind us that
we celebrate difference. We wrote positive
comments about each other and looked for
children who go out of their way to be a
good friend.
In English, we considered how the main
character in ‘The Miraculous Journey of
Edward Tulane’ by Kate DiCamillo, felt
when he fell into the ocean.
We have continued our learning on
multiplication in Maths.
In Learning Enquiry, we have learnt about
different types of settlements and why Bath
and Bristol are both cities.

Willow Class (Year 5 & 6) Another fantastic week, well done Willows.
Willow have been showing great resilience this week with Yr 6 showcasing their learning in
assessments and Yr5 displaying some very creative writing, In Maths we have moved on to
the formal written method of short division making sure that we use the correct
vocabulary and place value to help us. In Art we have created our own
graffiti ‘tags’ and begun to try stencilling in the style of the famous Bristol based
artist Banksy. We have discovered some interesting facts about the History of
our city and placed important milestones on a time-line of human habitation in
the area. Geography continues to look at maps of the two cities, Bristol and
Bath, noting similarities and differences. We are practising netball skills in PE.

Platinum Class

Another fantastic week of learning in Platinum has flown by! We started the
week with Odd Socks day AND RE Day. After talking about what makes a good friend we turned
our attention to Christianity and enjoyed discussing and learning about God, Jesus, miracles and
baptism. In Enquiry we looked at two ancient monarchs linked to our cities—King Edgar and King
Stephen. In Art we continued our work on perspectives, linking in to a famous Bath artist, ‘Pete the
Street’. In English we moved on to writing fabulous setting descriptions about the frozen landscape
depicted in ‘Pugs of the Frozen North’. We also completed writing linked to Friendship Week,
writing some very inventive ‘Recipes for friendship’. In PE we continued our orienteering
activities, this time using a map of the school grounds. And finally in Science, the children
spent some more time on vision and the eye.

A positive difference, everyday, everyone

