
Every week is a busy one at St Martin’s Garden Primary School, so we thought we’d 

take the opportunity to share with you some of the exciting things which have been   

going on inside and outside of the classroom in each class.  

Plum Class (Reception)  

This week in Plum class we have been very excited about staying for lunch at school. The 

children have managed really well, using cutlery, sitting to eat and walking in a line to and 

from the dinner hall. We have introduced circle time and played some getting to know you 

games. They have learnt about the‘ bee’ rules. In order to stay in the beehive we need to be 

safe, be kind, be respectful and be the best we can be. The children have learnt how to    

listen to a story at story time and have joined in with songs and rhymes.  We have enjoyed 

some familiar stories, such as ‘We’re going on a bear hunt’ by Michael Rosen.  

Olive Class (Year 1) 
We began another brilliant week in Olive class 

with a visit from the Author and Illustrator, Tom 

McLaughlin. We loved listening to his story and 

watching him draw images .We finished our 

learning based on ‘The Story Machine’ this 

week by retelling our own stories from pictures 

using our imagination and storytelling lan-

guage. In Maths , we have been looking at 

the vocabulary ‘more and less’. In Science we 

started to look at the weather to start           

answering our enquiry question about the 

weather of the UK.  Continuing with our     

Learning Enquiry the class started looking at 

maps of our local area.  They were intrigued 

and asked lots of excellent questions.          

Well done Olive Class! 

Lime Class (Year 2)  
Another fab week from Lime Class! In English, 

we concluded our work on ‘The Story        

Machine’ by Tom McLaughlin by writing our 

own version of the story. The children loved 

meeting Tom in our workshop on Monday 

where he talked about his books and 

showed us how to draw his characters. In 

Maths, we have been learning how to         

partition numbers. In our science lesson, we 

revised sorting living things into groups. We 

started our Learning Enquiry of Rivers by     

discovering where a river starts and ends.       

In DT we experimented with making beam 

bridges—I was especially impressed by how 

Lime Class problem solved and never gave 

up.  Keep up the good work! 

Bronze Class   

This week we have been exploring our new 
classroom environment both inside and 
outside.  We have tried new tastes from 
different fruits at snack time.  In Maths we 
have been looking at 2D shapes and        
exploring patterns.  We have played Sound 
bingo, matching familiar sounds to            
pictures. During our Attention Autism         
sessions we have been learning to sit, look 
and listen and have fun.  We all enjoyed 
sharing different Eric Carle books this week          
including ‘The Hungry Caterpillar’ and 
‘Head to Toe.’  
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Silver Class   Silver class have continued 

to settle well this week. We have       

created our own family trees using          

pictures of our family members. We       

really liked the family members song 

and read ‘The family book’ by Todd 

Parr. We enjoyed collecting natural  

materials using tweezers to create a 

‘funny face’. In maths, we continue to 

focus on counting in sequences of 2, 5 

and 10. We like using an interactive 

splat square to highlight numbers and 

have tried really hard to record             

sequences in our books. 



Elm Class (Year 3) This week in Elm class we 

have been exploring our new class book ‘The 

Storm Whale’ by Benji Davies.                              

We have created some pastel drawings of the 

illustrations, practiced using hot seating and 

speech and even used commas to separate 

words in a list.                                                             

In maths we have been practicing using our 

place value to create numbers up to 100 and 

even identify numbers to 1000! We have learnt all 

about the continents and oceans of the world in          

Geography, learning songs and new exciting 

facts we can share! 

We became architects in DT this week, designing, 

building and evaluating our making of beam 

bridges. In PE we demonstrated great teamwork 

when orienteering, using maps and keys to        

locate different items and create faces following 

instructions! 

Aspen Class (Year 5)  This week has seen some incredible work from Aspen Class. The week began 

with some sensational illustrations, coached by Tom McLaughlin (the author of ‘The Story Machine). In literacy 

lessons, the class produced letters in the role of Maia from our new class book ‘Journey to the River Sea’ by 

Eva Ibbotson. Children considered how they would feel about journeying to the Amazon river. The class then 

went on to punctuate speech, applying their knowledge of inverted commas. In Maths this week the class 

worked hard to further develop their knowledge of place value. In P.E we began lessons with the school’s 

‘Active Mats’, I was incredibly impressed with the enthusiasm shown (especially when planking). We have  

also had our first opportunity of the year to use the school’s swimming pool! Amazing work Aspen Class. 

Gold Class  
Yet another brilliant week for Gold class! On Monday we had an author visit with Tom Mclaughlin. Throughout 

this week we have been making our own version of his book, ‘The Story Machine’, making sure we follow our 

plans. Our maths groups have been sorting objects into groups, recognising 3d shapes and converting money 

into pounds and pence. In Science, we learnt the functions of the different parts of the digestive system and 

invented fun actions to remember them. In Learning Enquiry, we looked at ways people have communicated 

over time, such as telegraphs and typewriters, then put them in order of time. In art we explored colours and 

how they make us feel (warm and cold colours) then painted warm and cold Kandinsky circles using              

watercolours.  

Acer Class (Year 4) 
Monday saw us enjoy our first author visit of the 

year, welcoming Tom McLaughlin into our 

classroom via Zoom. We illustrated lots of his    

characters and enjoyed learning about the 

writing process. We transported ourselves to 

other parts of the world by listening to river 

soundscapes and gathering some amazing  

vocabulary to be used in our poetry this week. 

We also got out and about for some fieldwork 

in Science. We were on the hunt for living 

things in the school grounds. We found plenty 

of leaves, woodlice and more slugs than you 

would care to encounter. Our control and   

creativity were put to the test in gymnastics 

where we learnt lots of new shapes and ways 

to travel. Great work Acer. 

Willow Class (Year 6)   What a busy week! It seems to have flown by, filled with great learning. On 

Monday, we were able to enjoy a virtual visit with the author Tom McLaughlin who wrote the picture book 

‘The Story Machine’ which we have been using to inform our own stories. In Maths we have been using our 

knowledge of the place value of digits to order and compare numbers up to 10million, we also practise arith-

metic daily. In Reading we have enjoyed a text by Maz Evans called ‘Who let the Gods Out’ and used this 

for inference comprehension skills. Our Enquiry about rivers has focussed on the features of a river and the 

water cycle. We have completed our Keyboard Art and used our designs to decorate our stories for presen-

tation. We looked at the History of communication and had a good laugh at old style mobile phones! In PE 

we have used the  Active Mats and have begun our swimming lessons. We have also been playing TTRS and  

Sir Linalot to improve our multiplication and spelling skills. Well done everyone 

A positive difference, everyday, everyone                                                          

Platinum Class This week in Platinum the children enjoyed the conclusion of our learning 

on ‘The Story Machine’ by meeting the author Tom McLaughlin online and writing our own 

versions of the story.  In Science we started to look at how we classify organisms and in    

Enquiry we looked at Water Cycles. The children loved their Monday session with our    

gymnastics coach which will continue through Term One. We also spent some time looking 

at our Class Rules, learning our times tables, completing our comprehension activity and 

even debating if robots can replace artists! 


