
Every week is a busy one at St Martin’s Garden Primary School, so we thought we’d 

take the opportunity to share with you some of the exciting things which have been   

going on inside and outside of the classroom in each class.  

Plum Class (Reception)  

What a great start we have had in Plum class! We have done our introductory visit this week 

and then some morning sessions. During these sessions, the children have been  

exploring the continuous provision, finding out about each other and beginning to learn  

routines. The children have learnt a few new names and begun using the visual timetable to 

know what is happening next. We have done some outdoor play (swings, building, obstacle 

course, hoops, water exploration) and some indoor play too (colouring, painting,              

construction, trains, role play). It has been a lovely week of getting to know each other.  

Olive Class (Year 1) 
We have had a brilliant start to the term in  

Olive class. In English, we begun reading 

‘The Story Machine’ by Tom McLaughlin. 

We explored what the main character 

found (a typewriter) and wrote a reply 

about what it is.  In Maths, we have been 

looking at counting objects and            

representing numbers  to 10. We are      

becoming more confident at representing 

the same number in different ways.        

We introduced our Learning Enquiry    

question ‘Does our city have a river?’ and 

started  looking at what and where the UK  

is and explored the 7 continents.  

Lime Class (Year 2)  
What an amazing start to the Term Lime 

Class! It’s been lovely watching you all    

settle in. We loved reading ‘The Story      

Machine’ by Tom McLaughlin. The children 

loved finding out about the mystery        

machine. We finished the week by created 

our own short stories. In Maths, we started 

learning about place value and the       

children are now really confident with their 

tens and ones. In Art this week, we started 

by reading the book ‘The Dot’ by Peter H. 

Reynolds. The children then created their 

own dot in the style of Kandinsky. The     

children also learned the 7 continents. 

Make sure you keep practising our song at 

home. Keep up the good work Lime Class.  

Bronze Class  Welcome to all the new 

children who have started in Bronze class 

this week.  We have been learning the rou-

tines of Bronze class including follow our in-

dividual schedules and learning to join in 

some short adult     directed activities.  Our 

Learning Enquiry is ‘All About Me’ so we 

have begun by exploring facial features 

and singing lots of body action rhymes such 

as ‘Head, Shoulders Knees and Toes’ .      

We have practised listening to instructions 

and following them.  We enjoyed exploring 

playdough and attempting to roll balls and 

sausages to make facial features.  We have 

also been learning to use PECs to             

communicate and ask for fruit at snack 

time.   
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Silver Class We have had a fantastic first full 

week of learning in Silver class. We have       

enjoyed making faces using salt dough and 

using our fine motor skills to add facial         

features. We created art pieces with our own 

photographs which were cut into smaller  

pieces. We looked carefully at ourselves in the 

mirror. In maths, we investigated number      

sequences and counting in 2s. In English we 

labelled our own faces and revised our          

existing phonics knowledge. We enjoyed 

reading  ‘We are all different’. In bucket       

activities , we drew faces in flour after sieving 

it. We also discussed our class rules and 

worked hard to remember following schedules 

and getting used to routines.  



Elm Class (Year 3) Elm Tree Class have 

had a fantastic first week back! In English, we 

have been writing letters, sequencing stories 

and learning about mnemonics.                       

In maths, we worked on greater than and 

less than and subtracting 2 digit numbers    

using 100 squares.  We have been               

influenced by the famous artist Claude       

Monet and painted a watercolour piece   

inspired by his famous waterlily art. We have 

been learning about types of                   

communication and comparing past and 

present. We even learnt some sign language 

for key words and letters of the alphabet.  

We also explored the United Kingdom and 

the continents and oceans of the World. 

What a lot of learning—well done Elm Tree.  

Aspen Class (Year 5)  The attitude and approach to learning of Aspen class has been  

phenomenal this week. It has been great to see a brilliant maturity within the class during the 

first full week of learning. Through the week, we have taken time as a class to discuss ‘growth 

mindset’ and how we can all learn to challenge ourselves in a positive way. The class have 

used their creativity to design and describe their own machines-inspired by ‘The Story Machine’ 

by Tom McLaughlin. Children have worked hard to round numbers to the nearest 10, 100 and 

1,000. I’m extremely excited to build upon a fantastic work throughout the year.  

Gold Class  Gold class have had a fantastic first week back! In English we have been 

looking at ‘The Story Machine’ by Tom McLaughlin, and used it to discuss and express 

our interests, ask questions and write letters to a character, and create art work using 

the symbols of a typewriter . In Learning Enquiry  we looked at how ancient methods of 

communication developed over time. In art we practiced colour mixing, ready to       

explore colours and emotions next week. In science we discussed how our bodies have 

changed since we were babies.  Well done Gold class! 

Acer Class (Year 4) A brilliant first week 

back for Acer Class, they have all found their 

feet and are enjoying being back in school. 

In English we have been experimenting with 

the alphabet and will be illustrating our stories 

inspired by Tom McLaughlin’s,  ‘The Story  

Machine’. In Maths we have been learning 

about place value and have built our         

understanding by placing our actual selves 

on a number line. We’ve been very scientific 

and learnt about the seven Life Processes 

that make a living thing a living thing! I    

wonder whether you are able to remember 

all of them and explain them. I’m sure MRS 

NERG might help to remind you. It has been 

a pleasure getting to know you all and I am 

looking forward to our exciting year ahead. 

Willow Class (Year 6) A fantastic first week back in Willow Class. We have enjoyed         

getting to know our new class with some team-building games. Our Enquiry for this term is      

Rivers and Bridges, we have looked at the journey of a river from source to mouth and learned 

the technical vocabulary for this. In English, we are using the text  ‘The Story Machine’ by Tom 

McLaughlin to plan and write our own story with a focus on adverbial phrases. Maths has       

focussed on arithmetic and the value of digits according to their place in numbers up to 10 

million. Science this week explored the water cycle and in Art we created some amazing    

pictures using only the symbols on a keyboard! Well done everyone. 

A positive difference, everyday, everyone                                                          

Platinum Class    
Platinum class have had a fantastic week—all of the children have settled so well and shown 

themselves to be excellent role models too.  We have been busy discussing habitats in          

Science, (even looking at what creatures live in our Wild Area), revising our numbers in Spanish, 

investigating bridges in DT,  learning about rivers in Learning Enquiry and even playing ‘French 

Cricket’ in PE. Linked to our English we have been sharing ‘The Story Machine’ by Tom 

McLaughlin. Well done! 


