
Every week is a busy one at St Martin’s Garden Primary School, so we thought we’d take 

the opportunity to share with you some of the exciting things which have been going on  

inside and outside of the classroom this week.   

Plum Class (Reception)  
This week we have continued learning about water through the story ‘Commotion in the ocean’ by 

Giles Andreae. We looked at pictures of creatures and plant life that would live in a rock pool and then 

drew our own rock pool pictures to write about. In phonics we have been focusing on the sounds that 

we are less sure of to try and secure them before the end of term. You will have been sent all the sounds that 

your child needs to continue working on over the summer holiday. We enjoyed learning a dance, themed 

around the Tokyo Olympics, which demonstrated lots of different Olympic sporting events. In our Woodland 

day we toasted marshmallows on an open fire to make s'mores, created beautiful nature prints on canvas and 

played a game of ‘coo-ee.’ It was really exciting to see a real fire being made. We had our final cricket and 

gymnastics sessions and demonstrated a wide range of skills that we’ve developed over the term.  

Lemon Class (Year 1)   
This week we have been learning more about measure, 
this time focusing on weight and mass. We have been 
weighing objects and comparing them using the           
vocabulary ‘heavier’ and ‘lighter’.  In English this week 
we have been writing story overviews, diaries and         
instructions for the tihings we have designed. We had 
our amazing Woodland Day where we made s’mores, 
played games and completed some Japanese style         
nature prints. 
Also, we completed a Tokyo Dance workshop where we 
learnt a variety of different moves—it was great fun!         
In Learning Enquiry we have been finding out about  
volcanoes and Japan’s famous Mount Fuji. We are      
creating our own paper mache volcanoes ready for our 

science experiment to make them erupt!       
We have completed our cress diaries and our 
cress is fully grown and ready to be            
harvested! 

Oak Class (Year 2 & 3)                                   

Well, what an exciting week we have had in Oak Class.  

The children loved their Woodland Day, especially 
toasting marshmallows! Oak also really enjoyed their 
Olympic Dance Session!  Keeping in the sporting theme we have 
been busy practising for our Sports Day races and had a lot of fun 
during the real events.  We even got to play cricket as well. 
In English this week we have been planning our own stories and 
writing them with interesting adjectives and openings.  They are 
based on legend stories. 
We have been learning about telling the time to the hour, half an 
hour and looked at quarter to and quarter past.   
We have been observing our plants growing in Science and seeing 
how many roots and shoots they have this week. 
In Learning Enquiry we have been researching what Japanese      
culture looks like. 
We have produced some amazing pieces of Art work this term and 
this week we looked at the Japanese Gyotaku fish printing and      
created a sea background using ink marbling,  printed fish scales 
and created sea weed.   The pictures look amazing! 
 

Bronze Class This week we have 
read ‘Somebody Swallowed Stanley’ by 
Sarah Roberts.  We then discussed how we 
can help to look after our oceans and          
practised sorting rubbish materials into the 
correct recycling bins.  We have made jellyfish 
crafts and continued making our beautiful 
rainbow fish.  Bronze class thoroughly enjoyed 
the Tokyo Olympic Dance workshop and we 
learnt lots of new moves! As the weather 
warms up again, we have enjoyed lots of       
water play and have some children in Bronze 
class have enjoyed making their own playtime 

games using outdoor equipment.   
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Silver Class    On Monday we had the        
opportunity to attend a dance workshop, we 
learnt how to use our bodies to represent the 
different sports at the Tokyo Olympics and how to 
move in a pretend Kimono.  For our Learning Enquiry 
we had the opportunity to try out some Gyotaku - a  
traditional Japanese method of printing fish, We 
used a sponge fish and black ink to replicate the 
technique. Using traditional rice paper  and Japanese 
paint brushes we had several attempts to perfect the  
technique. From salt dough we made Mount Fuji and 
enjoyed using baking powder and vinegar to make the 
volcano erupt.  During attention autism we saw       
instant mash potato being made and then used it to 
mould Mount Fuji.                                                     
In phonics we practised sp, tw, sm and  made up    
sentences about the different Olympics sports.       
In maths we revised number pairs to 10 and saying 
which number is one more and one less.  



Pine Class (Year 3 & 4)  
Well done for your efforts this week Pine Class! You 
continue to shine as we reach the end of the year.         
In English, we have been writing our own leaflet        
advertising Japan as a place to visit. We focused on  
using persuasive language. In Maths, we have           
concluded our work by learning about negative       
numbers, Roman numerals and multiplying and        
dividing by 10 and 100. Well done for using your          
Diamond power to solve problems Pine Class.              
In Art we studied the Japanese art form of Gyotaku or 
fish printing. The children were extremely proud of 
their work and can’t wait for you to see them.              
The children also took part in a Woodland day.         
Children loved being in our forest school area and loved 
making s’mores and creating their own leaf prints.       
In RE we have been learning about the Islamic faith. 
Children were fascinated by learning about the Quran. 

We concluded our week by having our own 
bubble sports day. While we would have loved 
for everyone to be together for it, the children 
had a great morning and should be proud of 
their achievements. Well done Pine Class and 
keep it up for the last week! 

Willow Class (Year 5 & 6) Willows have shown their Gem powers this week as we are all learning 
from home. You have all shown great perseverance and resilience to keep going forward under difficult 
circumstances. Your efforts this week have really showcased the St. Martin’s Garden values of working 
together to achieve. The TTRS school league table still looks wonderful with us FIRST; let’s make sure 
we stay there. I have enjoyed all the learning you are posting in your portfolios on Class Dojo. In      
English we are writing a setting description of the island using all our vocabulary of the five senses.    
In Maths, we continue to practise arithmetic daily and have done some revision of timetables. Art this 
week is a challenge to recreate a version of Hokusai’s woodblock print ‘The Great Wave’ with whatever 

resources you have at home, there are some wonderful examples already posted.                
The Pentathlon Challenge has inspired some great effort and I have enjoyed seeing your    
videos and pictures. Reading Comprehension this week has been based on the text ‘Trapper’s 
Hill’. Keep up all your effort Willows and I look forward to seeing you next week.  

Gold Class  
Gold class have had a great week! We had fun in our Tokyo Olympics dance workshop on Monday, where 
we learnt a dance routine based on the different sports involved in the competition. We learnt to introduce 
ourselves in Spanish, and say our age. In Maths, our groups have looked at finding quarter past and quarter to the 
hour, equivalent fractions, and hundredths. In English, we finished our story, ‘Ossiri and the Bala Mengro’ by 
Katherine Quarmby, and began writing up our own version in little books that we will also illustrate.                       
On Wednesday afternoon we had a great woodland experience—we made s’mores, explored the area, played games 
and made fantastic leaf and flower prints.  In science, we explored shadows further by measuring how much the 
size changes when the light source is moved. In Learning Enquiry, we compared the highest mountains of the UK 
and Japan.  

Aspen Class (Year 4 & 5) 
This week, we have been busy learning at 

home.  

Through our class text, ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ by Michael 

Morpurgo, we have learnt more about how Kensuke 

came to live on this island and how Michael Morpurgo 

was inspired to write this book based on a true story.  

We have considered the dilemma which the character 

Michael faces.  

In maths, we have continued to practise our times       

tables daily and are getting quicker each day.  We have 

also recapped our knowledge of 2D shapes and have 

enjoyed learning about lines of symmetry.  

During Learning Enquiry, we learnt more about          

Japanese culture and the yearly children’s festival called 

Kodomo No Hi.  As part of this festival they create and 

display koinobori (carp kites).  We made some koinobori 

using cardboard tubes and paper.  

Platinum Class What a fun week we have had with two different workshops!  The children       

enjoyed the Tokyo Dance Olympics on Monday—something different for them after learning such a 

range of sports this year.  They all loved the Woodland Day later in the week —making s’mores, 

playing ’coo-ee’ hide and seek and creating some fabulous Japanese leaf and flower prints.          

In Science we have continued our learning about lifecycles and moved onto insects, amphibians 

and mammals. In English some excellent writing has come out of our reading of ‘Kensuke’s King-

dom’ by Michael Morpurgo and in Learning Enquiry we investigated the differences and similarities 

in climate in the UK and Japan.  This also led us to discuss how athletes acclimatise to different 

climates when the Olympics takes places in a different countries.  As we near the end of term 

the children are also enjoying some more Gem Power Rewards  —well done Platinum! 

A positive difference, everyday, everyone                                                          


