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Every week is a busy one at St Martin’s Garden Primary School,
so we thought we’d
take the opportunity to share with you some of the exciting things which have been
going on inside and outside of the classroom this week.
Plum Class (Reception)
It has been lovely to have all the children back in Plum class this week. We have had some
exciting adventures—Evil Pea kidnapped Supertato and trapped him on the wrong side of the
water. How could Supertato escape? We needed some Plum class superheroes to come to the
rescue! They had to design, model and test a boat that could get Supertato to safety across the water.
In other areas, we have learnt some new high frequency words and recapped all of our previous sounds
and tricky words. We are having a big push on reading so please read at home every day. In maths, we
have been looking at 3D shapes . In science, we have focused on materials—what things are made of,
whether they are waterproof, sink or float, absorb water etc. It has been a busy first week back for
everyone and one full of reconnecting with friends and rebuilding friendships.

Lemon Class (Year 1) This week we had a visit
from Samuel Pepys and were able to interview him,
asking him all our questions about The Great Fire of
London. As Samuel Pepys is famous for his diary
writing, we have been writing our very own diaries.
We have learnt all about the features of a diary and
even created tea-stained paper to write our final pieces on! In maths we have been learning to count in
twos and fives, we have practiced some songs and
rhymes and used lots of resources to help us create
pairs when counting in twos. This week is Science,
Technology, Engineering and Maths week and we
have been learning about different materials. We took
part in a scientific investigation where we tested
different materials to see which one would protect an
egg the best—all linked to our story ‘The
Lighthouse Keepers lunch’ by Ronda and
David Armitage. We learnt all about predictions, results, recording, fair tests and variables.

Oak Class (Year 2 & 3)
What a fantastic week to see everyone reunited.
The children have really enjoyed seeing each
other again! This week Oak Class have
discussed what we are looking forward to
sharing now we are back together. We have also recorded
our thoughts.
We have been on a virtual journey through a forest as we
continue to learn about our new text. The children have
been thinking of all the items we would need to take to a
day trip to a forest, like our character in the story. Our
focus has been on learning to use commas in our sentences
and expanded noun phrases.
In Maths, we are revising our learning on multiplication and
division, creating equal groups, problems solving and
multiplying using repeated addition.
It has been amazing hearing the children sharing their
knowledge of the Ancient Egyptians with each other.
Also we are having a fun week with our Science. We are
learning about the book ‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch’
written by Ronda and David Armitage and thinking about
how we can keep Mr Grinling’s lunch safe!

Bronze Class

Silver Class This week in Silver class

This week we have been celebrating
science, Technology, Engineering and Maths
week and investigating floating and sinking.
We have tested objects that float and sink and
tested the best materials to use to make boats.
We made boats from plasticine to save
Supertato and tested them out in the water
tray. We have continued practising our number
bonds to 5 and 10 and writing out addition
number sentences to go with the pictures.
We have continued enjoying our superhero role
play activities and engaged in lots of individual
speech and language sessions as well as
attention bucket sessions.

we have been enjoying the story of ‘The
Lighthouse Keepers Lunch’ by Ronda
and David Armitage. We made baskets and
seagulls as props to add to our battery operated
Lighthouse and sensory story related objects . We touched, sorted and described lots
of different materials including soft, hard,
bumpy, smooth, rough, spongy squidgy and
stretchy. Next we designed and tested which
material would be the best to protect our
lunch (our egg) from cracking. The rhyme
Humpty Dumpty helped us predict what might
happen. As well as all our scientific learning we
have practiced the trigraph ‘ear’ during phonics
and greater and lesser than in maths .

Gold Class

Gold class have been super scientists this week! We have been investigating evaporation, fair
tests, and planned and investigated ways to insulate a container to keep an ice cube frozen for
as long as possible. In Enquiry, we used a giant grid reference and followed instructions to
stand or put objects in the right place, and we thought of instructions for other people too. We started
a new African tale in English, Masilo and Masilonyana, and had a very interesting debate about some
of the characters’ choices. Our maths groups have worked very hard once again, learning about the
three times table, subtracting two 2 digit numbers and finding the perimeter of rectilinear shapes. Well
done Gold Class!

Pine Class (Year 3 & 4) It’s been an
absolute delight having all of Pine Class back
in school and they should be proud of all that
they have achieved this week. In English, we
continued our story ‘Quill Soup’ by Alan
Durant and Dale Blankenaar and wrote a
persuasive letter to the main character.
In Maths, we started a new topic of written
multiplication. This week has also been
STEM (Science, Technology Engineering
and Maths) week. Our learning has been
inspired by ‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s
Lunch’ by Ronda and David Armitage. I gave
the children the challenge, ‘How can we keep
the lighthouse keepers ice cool?’ Children
learnt about states of matter and how
insulation works. We then
experimented with various materials to
see which was the best insulator. Well
done everyone for a fab week!

Aspen Class (Year 4 & 5)
It’s wonderful to have the whole class in
school. The children have really impressed
me with their ideas and fantastic attitude
towards their learning, well done.
During English lessons, we have been learning how to
retrieve important information from non-fiction texts.
In maths, we have been practising our multiplication
skills. We have been investigating how to multiply
larger numbers using a variety of strategies.
This week is Science, Technology, Engineering and
Maths (STEM) week, so we have been investigating
how to separate different materials from each other,
inspired by ‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch’ by Ronda
and David Armitage. We have been using lots of
Scientific language in our explanations. We measured
and recorded temperature in a chart; used this
information to draw a line graph and made
generalisations.

Willow Class (Year 5 & 6) What a great sight on Monday! So many smiley faces showing
such delight at being back in school. We have been very impressed with everyone’s attitude
and enthusiasm for learning this week and we have packed a lot of amazing learning into
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) week. We have used scientific vocabulary
and our understanding of changing states of matter to separate mixtures and solutions of
substances inspired by ‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch’ by David and Ronda Armitage. We
observed our investigations, recorded results in a chart and used the data to draw a line graph.
In English we have used our skills of information retrieval from non-fiction sources to plan
and begin writing a report about Ancient Egypt. In Maths, we have been revising key
skills and we incorporated some Art by drawing parabolic curves!

Platinum Class

This week in Platinum we have been embracing Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths (STEM) week - not a day has gone by without us spending at least one lesson focused on Science. We have been impressed with both their prior knowledge, how much
enthusiasm they showed and how much progress they have made - well done! We have learnt
how to conduct an scientific investigation and the importance of a fair test. We have started a
water evaporation investigation, started to grow salt crystals and looked closely at what materials
dissolve and how materials can be separated out again from a mixture or solution.
Some good work on fractions and money has taken place in Maths, some fantastic character
descriptions have been written in English and they have continued to learn more about the
Egyptian Gods.

A positive difference, everyday, everyone

