
Every week is a busy one at St Martin’s Garden Primary School, so we thought we’d take 

the opportunity to share with you some of the exciting things which have been going on  

inside and outside of the classroom this week.   

Plum Class (Reception)  
 

 

Plum class were thrilled this week as all 5 of our caterpillars emerged as beautiful butterflies. 

We fed them nectar and fruit and made sure they were well cared for. We began our new Learning 

Enquiry ‘Water, Water Everywhere’ by exploring the pond area, where we went pond dipping. We 

found plants and creatures both in and out of the water. Some children even found a ‘Bog             

Baby’ (our new Book by Jeanne Willis and Gwen Millward). We made our very own bog babies using 

dough and other materials. We did some exploratory water play and even had a shower with our 

new hosepipe!  

Lemon Class (Year 1)  
This week in Lemon Tree we have been focusing on 
using capital letters at the beginning of our sentences 
and for proper nouns. We have been learning about 
money in maths, identifying coins and notes, we even 
completed some coin rubbing pictures! In Learning 
Enquiry this week we started to think about Japan.  
We have been learning all about where Japan is in the 
world and discussing travelling across continents and 
oceans. We also explored the United Kingdom, looking 
at the flag of the UK—The Union Flag and the four 
counties within—England, Northern Ireland, Scotland 
and Wales. We have been programming the Beebots 
this week to travel on maps, using compass directions 
and instructions to safely get the Beebots to different 

destinations. We had out first gymnastics 
lesson this week where we focused on   
balancing and moving around. We         
completed our Balance Bikes training too 
and were even rewarded with medals! 

Oak Class (Year 2 & 3)  

Oak Tree Class have had a lovely first week back.  
We have enjoyed our new Cricket session! 
We have been learning about our new book 
called ‘The Mousehole Cat,’ written by Antonia Barber.  This 
week we have focused on thinking about what it might be like 
to live in Mousehole, especially in the winter time just like in 
the book.  We have thought of interesting adjectives, verbs 
and used conjunctions in our sentences. 
In Maths we continued to look at fractions and recapping our 
addition and subtraction skills using the number bond facts 
we know to help us. 
Science was a lot of fun and we focused on seed dispersal and 
how they spread around. We looked at fruit and plants. 
We have begun our Learning Enquiry by looking at the        

geographical differences and similarities between Japan and 

the United Kingdom and locating Japan on a map.  We also 

began to look at Tracey English’s collage pieces of work and 

have begun to create a bird collage picture. 

Bronze Class 
Bronze class are excited to be back in the 
classroom and have discovered our new Learning 
Enquiry ‘Water, Water Everywhere’.   We have 
begun to read ‘Once Upon a Raindrop’ by James 
Carter and talked about where we can find water.  
We have enjoyed lots of free water play outside, 
investigating filling and emptying containers, 
painting with water and lots of water based craft 
activities.  We have now added a stage to our 
bucket activities and are learning to complete a 
simple activity as independently as possible.  We 
have also enjoyed observing our caterpillars as 
they turned to chrysalis over the half term break.  
We are eagerly awaiting butterflies! 
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Silver Class                                                             

We lifted the lid on our new Learning Enquiry – we 
watched a toy hot air balloon take off, then  we 
opened it to find clues inside. From a flag , some  
interested writing, a map, chopsticks, a silk kimono and    
jumbled letters we guessed our new Learning Enquiry was 
Japan.  We located Japan on the map by moving  East from 
the UK and looked at Google Earth .                                                           
We noticed that the UK has sea all around it and so does    
Japan, they are ‘islands’. We took on the challenge to eat   
noodles and rice crackers using chopsticks and we succeeded!  
Using cotton wool , pegs and cotton buds we printed Japanese 
cherry blossom . During attention autism we watched the   
Japanese flag appear from red and white powder, a sieve and a 
circle template. Afterwards we had a go at writing some     
Japanese letters to spell the days of the week.                                   
In phonics we practised tr, dr, gr and in maths we focused on 
half of objects and half of given numbers.  



Pine Class (Year 3 & 4)  
Pine class were extremely excited to be back in 
the classroom this week and have continued their 
good work from last term. In English, we started 
our new book -’Arthur and the Golden Rope’ by 
Joe Todd-Stanton. We made some excellent   

predictions about what might happen in the text 
based on 3 objects which will appear later in the 
story. In Maths we have been working on shape. 
We are now able to identify and describe 2D and 
3D shapes as well as different types of line. We 
also opened up our new Learning Enquiry on  
Japan by learning about the Japanese art of     
Origami. I hope you managed to see our Origami 
cats. We also used atlases to find Japan on a map 

and started to paint our own version of the 
wave of Kanagawa. The children        
thoroughly enjoyed cricket this week.      
It was great to see the children all back 
together and working well in a team. Well 
done Pine Class and keep up the good 
work next week.   

Willow Class (Year 5 & 6) Willow Class are pleased to be back for more of fantastic 

learning experiences! We have started a new book to support our writing, ‘Kensuke’s 

Kingdom’ by Michael Morpurgo.  This is an amazing adventure story and ties in with 

our Learning Enquiry about Japan. Our big question this week is ‘Where in the world 

is Japan?’ In maths were are continuing to practise the four operations and we 

have really noticed how confident we are with these. We are also exploring           

reflection and translation both with and without coordinates. In Art we have 

tried printing in the style of Tracy English. PE this term is athletics and this 

week we were throwing in different ways for accuracy versus distance. 

Swimming has started again and we all tried really hard. Well done. 

Gold Class Gold class have had a fantastic first week back! We looked at subordinating   
conjunctions and chose the correct ones to use in sentences. In Maths, our three groups have 
started looking at time, fractions and decimals. We began our look at Spanish through interesting 
facts about Spain. We launched our new topic of Japan by exploring what we know, what we 
want to know, what we’re going to learn and then made some amazing origami lotus flowers. In art, we 
looked at Hokusai’s amazing woodblock prints and began making our own form of relief print by etching 
into polystyrene. In RE, we looked at where Islam was founded and put together a puzzle map of Saudi 
Arabia. We began looking at athletics in P.E  by practicing running in different ways to find which way 
works best. Well done Gold Class! 

Aspen Class (Year 4 & 5) 
What a wonderful start to term 6.  Aspen 
class started our next text, ‘Kensuke’s 
Kingdom’ by Michael Morpurgo.  We have 
considered the pros and cons of the family          
embarking on a round-the-world trip in their yacht. 
Alongside practising our times tables, we have been     
investigating tenths and hundredths—representing 
them as both fractions and decimals. 
We have completed our vehicles and evaluated 
them. 
We have begun our new Learning Enquiry about  
Japan.  We were fascinated to learn that Japan is 
made up of 7000 different islands. 
In art, we enjoyed looking at the artwork of Tracey 
English.  We collected some natural items from our 
school grounds and used printing techniques to  
create interesting patterns. 
On Friday, we had great fun learning about first aid. 

Platinum Class Platinum have had a great start back to the final term of the year.         

We have launched our new Learning Enquiry with a quick dip into all things Japanese—

discussing what we already know about the country and turning ourselves into human  

photocopiers to find out lots of interesting facts. In our Art lesson we made beautiful and 

very colourful koinobori, Japanese hanging kites.  In English we have started to read 

‘Kensuke's Kingdom’ by Michael Morpurgo, a text linked to Japan that we will use to        

develop the children's writing skills across the term.  We finished the week with an RE 

focus day on Islam and took a close look at Muslim Prayer.  With such good weather 

we have enjoyed plenty of time outdoors! 

A positive difference, everyday, everyone                                                          


