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Every week is a busy one at St Martin’s Garden Primary School,
so we thought we’d
take the opportunity to share with you some of the exciting things which have been
going on inside and outside of the classroom in each class.
Plum Class (Reception)
What a busy week! Plum class have been busily rehearsing the Christmas nativity ready for a
performance. We love wearing costumes to get into character! We have been learning about the
Christmas story and reading different festive books. We decorated our Christmas tree and wrapped
presents to go underneath. We also had the opportunity to decorate the main school tree in the office, which
is so tall, it touches the ceiling! In phonics we have learnt some new digraphs— ee, oo (as in moon), oo (as in
book), ai and also looked at when ‘e’ sounds like an ‘ee’ in words like we, be, me, he, she. In maths, we have
been looking at recognising dice patterns and creating addition sentences. We created a sparkly Christmas
crown for our Christmas dinner on Wednesday. We learnt how to play ‘dishes and domes’ in PE.

Lemon Class (Year 1)

This week in Lemon Tree we have been
practicing addition and subtraction using
tens frames, counters and even counting
on and counting back in our heads. We
have been working hard on our writing,
creating our own sentences to Christmas
stories and writing winter setting
descriptions. We have designed and
created some Christmas Party hats which
we loved wearing for our fantastic
Christmas dinner. In art, we have
created some paper wreaths,
enhancing our drawing, cutting
and painting skills!
Bronze Class
Christmas festivities have begun this
week in Bronze class where we have been
practising and filming our Christmas song for
the play. We have enjoyed making scenery
and costumes as well as beginning Christmas
decorations and crafts. We read ‘The Jolly
Christmas Postman’ by Janet and Allan
Ahlberg and have enjoyed writing our own
letters. Our role play area is now a post office
so we have been writing letters, practising
putting them in envelopes and playing with
tills in our home corner. We made party hats
with lots of glitter and sequins for our
Christmas dinner on Wednesday.

Oak Class (Year 2 & 3)
Christmas has well and truly arrived in
Oak Class and we have loved creating
Christmas craft.
The children have been wonderful actors and
are working very hard learning our Christmas
Play lines, dances and songs.
Oak Tree Class really enjoyed our delicious
Christmas dinner wearing our fantastic reindeer
hats. It was a wonderful atmosphere and we all
said how much we loved the pudding!
We have been practising our skipping regularly
by doing the Twelve Skips of Christmas and are
really enjoying the daily present our Christmas
Elf brings and hides in our classroom.

Silver Class
We have been busy this week in Silver
class preparing for the filming of our
Christmas play. We have made owl and bat
headdresses, as well as snowflakes, trees and
stars for our set design. On Wednesday we
enjoyed generous portions of Christmas lunch,
there was something for everyone. Each day we
are completing an online advent calendar game
and we are good at counting backwards to check
how many sleeps until Santa arrives . We enjoyed
a magical attention autism session with bells, gold
baubles and we built our own snowman from oats,
a carrot, conkers and stones. On top of all this we
have completed end of term phonic assessments
and started to read Christmas stories including the
First Christmas and the Nativity .

Gold Class

Gold class have enjoyed getting in the Christmas spirit this week.
We have been rehearsing our play, creating costumes and making Christmas
decorations. Our Christmas feast on Wednesday was amazing and we are grateful
to Maria, Alison, Freya and Vaughan. We have made some magnificent Christmas
hats and can't wait to show you the result of our hard work!
Pine Class (Year 3 & 4)

Another fantastic week of learning in
Pine Class. In English we have been
using personification to write a poem
about the sea. In Maths we have been
finishing our work on multiplication and
division by multiplying by 10 and 100.
The children loved studying the work of
Stephen Wiltshire, who draws detailed
cityscapes from memory.
We created our own drawings of Bath
and Bristol, imitating his style. In our
Learning Enquiry lesson, we studied
Bath and Bristol’s links to the
slave trade as well the Bristol bus
boycott. Children have also loved
completing our 12 Skips of
Christmas. On Tuesday we managed 2323 skips as a class.

Aspen Class (Year 4 & 5)

Another wonderful week of
learning in Aspen class.
In English, we have continued to
improve descriptions in our sentences.
We are surprised by the many adventures
which Edward is having in our text, ‘The
Miraculous Adventures of Edward Tulane’
by Kate DiCamillo.
During maths lessons, we have had great
fun learning how to measure the perimeter
of different shapes.
In learning enquiry, we have investigated
the impact engineer Isambard Kingdom
Brunel had on Bristol and Bath.
We have also been looking at Stephen
Wiltshire’s drawings and planning our
own in his style.

Willow Class (Year 5 & 6) This week has been packed full of wonderful learning
experiences. In English we have planned our own version of a story about migration
following the text ‘King of the Sky’ by Nicola Davies. Our artwork in the style of Jenny
Urquhart has produced some fantastic Bristol cityscapes, using both paint and
collage techniques. In Maths we have been converting between mixed
numbers and improper fractions. Our Enquiry this week has focussed on
the architecture of Bath, looking at styles of its famous Georgian buildings.
Christmas lunch was brilliant, great food and much fun when the squirty
cream was used to ‘pie’ Mr. Kinver and Mrs. Parfitt!

Platinum Class
We have had a lot of fun this week practising, making props for and filming the Christmas
play. I have no doubt that is it is going to be a festive triumph!! The children also did well
focusing on their work—completing the last of their Autumn Term assessments and making
programmes for The Great North Race (in ‘Pugs of the Frozen North’) in English. They loved
Orienteering, running around the school grounds trying to find a series of points marked on
the map and revising the points of the compass. The ‘Discovery Day’ sessions
went well and the children have become experts in a variety of fields of interest
beyond the curriculum. We ended the week with another RE focus day where
they learnt what Christmas means to Christians.
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